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Quran supplemented by the Traditions of the Prophet as the
sole and sufficient repository of the Moslem faith. They do not
recognize the need for a priesthood to mediate the faith to believers,
or for an infallible interpretation of the holy writings. Thus
they have no Church and no liturgy in the real sense. It may be
said that they stand for the original simplicity of Islam not only
against accretions but even against developments.

Historically they spring from the struggle for the succession
to Muhammad. They regard the headship of the Islamic com-
munity as having passed from the Prophet to the * Orthodox'
Caliphs, Abu Bekr, Umar, Uthman and Ali, and then to the
Umayyads; and they look on the Caliphs as temporal rulers
only, with no supernatural power or excellence.

(2)  Shfis.   The split between Sunnis and Shi'is began in the
first century of Islam, with the struggle for the Caliphate between
Ali ibn abu Talib, the Prophet's son-in-law, and Muawiya ibn
abu Sufian.   The partisans of Ali, the ' ShFah *, clung to his
cause even after his death (A.D. 661) and that of his son Husain
(A.D. 680).   Moulded into a compact unit by the persecutions to
which Umayyads and Abbasids alike subjected them, they have
preserved throughout the centuries the distinctive features which
differentiate them from the orthodox Sunnis.

Their most obvious characteristic is the cult of the Prophet's
family in general, and particularly of Ali, or rather of the legendary
figure which has been constructed round the historical Ali. They
believe that the Imamate, the combined spiritual and secular
leadership of Islam, passed from the Prophet to Ali, in whose
family it then inhered. The Imam is the interpreter of kw and
doctrine, and as such infallible and impeccable; and loyalty to
him is regarded as the sixth pillar of Islam.

The majority of Shi'is believe that the line of Imams died out
with the twelfth, Muhammad, who disappeared during the ninth
century A.D. and has since been < hidden *, until such time as he
shall reappear to rule the world and give his faithful adherents
their due. But the Zaidis of al-Yemen recognize three of these
Imams only, and the Isma'ilis six.

(3)  Alawis.   These are also known as * Nusairis', and have
a religion which possesses many of the characteristics of dissident
Islam, but many non-Islamic elements as well.   Like that of the
Druzes, it originated through the desire of the indigenous inhabi-
tants of the Syrian hill-country to preserve their solidarity and